
TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
Complete Streets Committee 

A G E N D A 
September 24, 2021 

2:30 P.M. 
 

IN THE TOWN BOARD ROOM  
Hybrid Attendance Available 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

III. MINUTES 
 

1. July 30, 2021 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. 1356 Balltown Road 
2. Harmon Groove Apartments 

 
 

 

VI.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. Complete Streets connections for School Improvements 
2. Complete Streets Survey 
3. Standard traffic calming measures/requests 
4. Grants Update  
5. Complete Streets Accomplishments / Website 
 

VII. REPORTS 
1. Planning Department Report  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT                             
 

NEXT MEETING 
October 29, 2021 

At 2:30 pm 
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 TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 1 
COMPLETE STREETS COMMITTEE 2 

Hybrid Meeting 3 
Meeting Minutes 4 

     July 30, 2021 5 

Members Present: William Chapman, Chairman 6 
 Jim Levy 7 
 Tess Healey  8 
 Paulina Manzo 9 
 Elise Corbin, Student Committee Member 10 
  11 
Also Present: Laura Robertson, Planner 12 
 Jean Foti, Planning Clerk 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 

I. CALL TO ORDER 17 
 18 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 2:30pm. 19 
 20 

II. ROLL CALL 21 
 22 
Karla Duggal and Dart Strayer were absent from the meeting. 23 
 24 

III. MINUTES 25 
 26 
1. June 25, 2021 – the July 25 minutes were approved. 27 
 28 
IV. PUBLIC CONCERNS 29 

 30 
Mr. Mastrianni of Wyoming Ave was in attendance today.  He stated he was present to get an 31 
update on the traffic calming measures for Wyoming and Baker Ave.  32 
 33 

V. OLD BUSINESS 34 
 35 

1. Wyoming Ave Memo (attached) 36 
 37 
Ms. Robertson stated she drafted a letter to present the Complete Street Committee’s concern 38 
regarding traffic and speeding on and near Wyoming Ave.  She will be presenting this memo to 39 
the Public Safety Committee this month.  Ms. Robertson stated the Public Safety Committee will 40 
review it and send it to the Town Board with a recommendation. The memo will propose a 41 
replacement of the yield signs at Grenocide and Wyoming and replace them with stop signs to 42 
encourage slower speeds.  43 
 44 
The Committee unanimously agreed to move the memo forward as written. 45 
 46 



NCSC Meeting  July 30, 2021 

Page 2 of 4 
 

2. 20 MPH School Zone letter to NYSDOT (attached) 47 
 48 

The Committee discussed the past meeting with Superintendent Tangorra and his support on 49 
trying to get a school zone on Balltown Road in front of Craig School.  The Town would need to 50 
petition the State to drop it 10 mph to 25mph instead of 35mph.  The Committee discussed if it 51 
was possible to ask to lower the speed to 20 due to the proximity to the school.  The Committee 52 
understood the schools hesitancy to add a crosswalk there due to the high speeds of vehicles in 53 
the area and said this is something a school zone may help with. 54 
 55 
The Committee unanimously agreed to move the school zone letter forward.   56 
 57 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 58 
 59 

1. Complete Streets connections for School Improvements – Update meeting with 60 
School 61 

The Committee discussed the letters sent to the School regarding pedestrian improvements 62 
suggested for each school.  They stated that Superintendent Tangorra was very receptive to 63 
the improvements. The Committee discussed the timeline to begin work and to get the Town 64 
Board’s approval.   65 

2. Complete Streets Survey Results (Mr. Levy)  66 

Chairman Chapman stated he is still inputting the information from the surveys.  Mr. Levy stated 67 
he could be of assistance with logging in the information now that work has slowed down.  68 

3. Standard traffic calming measures/requests – Mordella Drive, Colonie 69 

Ms. Healy summarized her research as follows: 70 

In the Village of Colonie, Speed Humps were installed on Mordella Road, Delafield Dr, Rapple 71 
Dr., and Pine Avenue in 1997 and 1999. Ms. Healy contacted Les Decker - head of the highway 72 
department - Ldecker@colonievillage.org. The speed humps on Mordella start at Route 5 73 
intersection, offset 150’ for the first hump and then installed every 550’ but Mr. Decker did shift 74 
them sometimes to avoid driveways. The speed limit has always been 25mph - it was not 75 
modified when humps were installed.  Les said he will send traffic study data. 76 
 77 
In order to install them, 70% of the residents had to be in favor and there was a public hearing. 78 
The speed humps were made from molds the village created themselves with 2x4 lumber based 79 
on a DOT specific template.  Then they filled it in and black topped it. The delineators were later 80 
added to keep vehicles from driving across the lawns of homes in an attempt to avoid part of the 81 
hump 82 

mailto:Ldecker@colonievillage.org
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Generally the only complaints are from the residents who have a hump directly in front of their 83 
home.  Some vehicles do make a noise passing over them.  Only the cut through street, Mordella, 84 
which has a high traffic volume, has received noise complaints.   85 
 86 
Overall the residents are strongly in favor.  At one point they were removed for a month to put 87 
down new blacktop and residents called asking for their replacement. 88 
 89 
Part of Les’s career included plowing the route that included these streets.  He said as long as 90 
you keep the plow speed to 15-20mph (which it should be) and keep the plow on float then it 91 
will easily go over the top of humps while plowing. The Village has a large folder of information 92 
on this that we are welcome to review and make copies of. 93 
 94 
The Committee reviewed Ms. Healy’s information and added 4 follow up questions to ask the 95 
Village of Colonie.  96 
 97 
What was the cost to construct? 98 
What is involved with maintenance, including cost? 99 
How do emergency vehicle drivers feel about the speed humps? 100 
Traffic study data before and after: Average speed, % over speed limit, volume 101 

4. Grants Update – Plum St Sidewalk 102 

Ms. Robertson stated this is still a plan in progress. 103 

5. Complete Streets Future Planning 104 

The Committee discussed the best places for a demonstration and/or bike lane in Niskayuna.  105 
They pointed out that the most highly trafficked streets are not maintained by the Town.  They 106 
are maintained by the State or County. This includes Grand Blvd and Dean Street which Ms. 107 
Robertson finds the most in need. 108 
 109 
They discussed to what level the demonstration project could be this year. The Committee would 110 
like to have a bike rodeo but due to time and Covid restrictions, the committee believes a smaller 111 
event or demonstration would be best.  112 
 113 
After some discussion, the Committee decided a possible smaller event highlighting a bike lane 114 
on Lexington would be the most useful for the Committee to do.  They decided they will start to 115 
begin small and if time permits, add to the event as they go.   116 
 117 

VII. REPORTS 118 
 119 

1. Plum St Sidewalk – Looking for Grants  120 
 121 
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Ms. Robertson stated she is working with the grant writer and the EDHPEC Committee to secure 122 
a grant for this project.  Ms. Robertson stated the owner of the only home on the side of the 123 
designated sidewalk is in favor of the sidewalk.  124 
 125 

2. Crescent Road and Clifton Park Road 126 
 127 
Ms. Robertson stated she has reached out to the County several times regarding their project but 128 
hasn’t received any feedback.  She stated she will continue reaching out for details.  129 
 130 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT    131 
                          132 

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:49 pm. 133 
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